Objective: The purpose of this study was to determine the influence of age, segmental acceleration and sensory context on anticipatory postural adjustments (APAs) in a forward leg raising task. Methods: Three groups of 11 children, aged 8, 10 and 12, and 12 adults, aged 20 to 26, were instructed to perform this movement at maximal (MAXIMAL) and sub-maximal segmental accelerations and in normal (CONTROL), no vision (NV) and perturbed proprioception conditions (VIB). The generation and calibration of APAs were examined through the centre of foot pressure displacements: The onset, duration and amplitude of APAs were particularly explored. The EMG activity of the tibialis anterior (TA stance ) and gastrocnemius medialis (G stance ) of the stance leg was also recorded. Results: Two phases were clearly identified on the ML axis: A thrust and an unloading phase. Effect of age: At 8 and 10, (1) the unloading duration was shorter, and (2) the onset of APAs on the ML axis appeared later than in 12-year-old children and in adults. Effect of the segmental acceleration: (1) a greater amplitude of the thrust and unloading phases, (2) a shorter unloading duration, and (3) a later onset of ML APAs and of the TA stance activity were observed at maximal acceleration in all groups. Effect of the sensory context: No difference was found between the CONTROL and NV conditions. When the proprioceptive feedback was altered, (1) the thrust and unloading durations increased, and (2) the onset of the APAs on the ML axis occurred earlier. Conclusion: All children exhibited an anticipatory behaviour, but the adults' behaviour was reached at 12 only. Our results also indicated a change in the generation and calibration of APAs in the VIB condition, suggesting that proprioceptive information is essential for both dimensions of the APAs. Significance: The development of the APAs was not related to the segmental acceleration and to the sensory context of the forthcoming movement in children aged 8-12. It is very likely that the participants built up an internal representation of this movement.
Introduction
Voluntary movements involve postural adjustments that precede, support and follow them. The regulations occurring before movement onset are commonly named anticipatory postural adjustments (APAs). It is now well established that these APAs are centrally programmed and depend on the characteristics of the forthcoming movement (Bouisset, 1991; Bouisset and Zattara, 1981) . Two functions have been attributed to the APAs since Belenkii et al. 's experiments (1967) : The minimization and optimization of the centre of foot pressure (CoP) displacements. Previous findings related to APAs in children reported that this population is able to produce anticipatory activities in arm raising (Hay and Redon, 2001; Riach and Hayes, 1990) , tiptoe standing (Haas et al., 1989) , and gait initiation (Assaı¨ante et al., 2000; Ledebt et al., 1998; Malouin and Richards, 2000) . The APAs are not innate in gait initiation and must undergo development before being systematic and functional (Hayes and Riach, 1989) . According to these authors, the feedforward control is fully developed approximately at 7 years old. Hay and Redon (1999) showed that the contribution of the feedforward processes to postural control evolve non-monotonically between 3 and 10 years old. Although postural responses of 6-year-old children were almost similar to those of adults, the feedforward control appeared to be less efficient for the 9-to 10-year-old children. Other studies indicate that at eight, the adultlike control has not been achieved yet (Schmitz et al., 2002) and still develops in the mid-childhood (McFadyen et al., 2001; Vallis and McFadyen, 2005) . The ability to predict, evaluate and compensate for the disequilibrium resulting from a voluntary movement
